EXCLUSTIVE TEST

AND NOW, EVEN FASTER

| THESE THREE RACE BIKES DITCH TRADITIONAL FRAME STANDARDS AND
REPLACE THEM WITH A "BIGGER IS BETTER"” PHILOSOPHY.

Giant TCR Advanced SL Team

‘ PRO-TEAM BIKE SPONSORS HEAR OME REFRAIN MORE THAN ANY OTHER FROM
racers: "Male the frame stiffer” That's fine when you're 2 professional athlete with staff

soigneurs ready to rub the knots out of your back each night, but what of us paclk-fillamateurs

with nothing but a Thera Cane and some Icy Hot? The answer may be Glant's newest edition

of the decade-old TCH ling; compared with its predecessors, its frame iz not only stiffer but

also more forgiving,

Central to achieving apparently contradictory objectives—comifort and stilfness—is the
EaPP )

| More at BICYCLING.com . .,
See an onling video revew at
BICHCLING. comdgianticradvancedsiteam

“moduls’ approach, which for Giant means
integrating the frame, fork, seatmast and
even crankset interface into a single cohe-
sive unit, rather than Lrealing the frame asa
chassis onto which parts are bolted,
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Setting aside marketing jargon such as
PowerCore and OverDrive itechnologies used
in the bottom bracker and fork), what's essen
tial to understand is that each companent of
the module was desipned in conzertwith the

| others to praduce the best overall result, The

SL Team, zays Giant, is not necessarily the

stiffest or the lightest (although cur medium- | =
size test model weighed just 14.37 pounds), | S
but the best-riding bilee it could make, :
“Each tubehasits ownindividual shaping | =

for its intended purpose,” says Brik Klemm, | 0
the industrial designer who created the new E

| TCR fdvanced SL. The tricky part, he adds, E

— ————



was sculpling the tube transitions sa that they both lock good and
meet Giant's poals for stiffness, ride quality and zeradynamics, The
massive, boxy down tube, for example, doesr't ssem sleels, yet the
fork blades have been redesigned to direct airflow around it, presery-
ing the frame’s slipperiness.

Giant also incorporated two new integration features beyond its
seatmast, First is a bottom-bracket design called BRAS, developed
— twoyearsago by Shimano in conjunction with

Fram top: The 1i- Soott. The aversize bottom-bracket bearings fit
Inch headset adds directlvinto the 855 o [ l“
stiffness without IEctly inio the &b omm-wide bottom-hraclet
| sacrificing rider shell, which Giant’s road product manager,
comfort; the boxy : i : e
down tubeand BEBs | Lietre-Fenri Medas, says provides 76 percent
boltem-bracket mare drivetrain stiffness compared with last
combo give instant i iy o '
pmr:er tgrn nefer, years TCR, which used 2 standard 88mm shell,

—  Giant went with the BREG standard, Medas

says, because although the compeling BE30 setup offers betterweighe

savings, it doesn't stiffen the drivetrain as much as BBEE, which also

fits all current cranks from Shitmano, SRAM, FSA and Campagnolo.
Finally, the head tube and conical fork steerer utilize an Tha-inch

lower headset bearing, not the 13/4-inch bearing used by some mak-
ers. “Many peaple think ‘bigger is bettor' in regard to the lower bear-
ing,” says Klemm, And purely in terms of steering stiffness, this is
true, he concedes. “But they're not thinking of the hike as a whols."
The larger-diameter bearing, contends Giant, transmits too mach
road vibration to the rider: In extensive testing, Giant found the 1%

standard had the best results, adding necessary steering stiffness
without sacrificing too mach rider camfort,

While the TCR Advanced SL iz built for ProTour-level perfar-
mance, what surprised me was how comfortable it is. The geotn-

elry is pure stage-race, with twin T3-degree seat and head angles,
a 55.50m virtual top tube and a moderate 98em wheelbase, As 1o Giants stated goal of building
the best-riding bike, it has hit remarkably close Lo that target. On a favorite short, hard ride with
three steep climbs, one of them dirt, the Advanced SL displayed the kind of zippy acceleration that
we've found on only a few hikes, Off the paved road,

the frame was forgiving, even pentle, which is due in $8,DDD

art to the Shimano C24-CL wheels, which combine -
& S ; : ; WEIGHT '14.3:.rlh. M) |
the best attributes of carbion and aluminam. Descents - -

| %5,5.Mltested), ML LXL |

“ | Giant Advanced SL.l.:;n:p;site i
3 1 i d i
and even when cornering hard on rough paverent W intagrated seatmas |

the frame showed zero chatter, A single spec question LI Advanced 5L compasite v |
i : . : . OverDrive steerer
mark: After a few hundred miles of testing, the Schival-

L, e R PULLE TN | Shimans Dura-Ace 7900 group
b Ultrermo tives, which corner and ride extremely well, HIGHLIGHTS Il Elmhk_
set, Dura-Ace WH-7E50 Cag-CL
whealset; Pra PLT composile
stem and Vibes 05 compasite
| handlebar; S<hwatbe Uliremao

on tight switchbacks were a joy as the oversize front

end kept the bike from pushing outward off its line,

showed lots of wear,

The TCR Advanced 5L is no charity-ride cruiser, o
ke sure. Rather it's ane of few bikes responsive, stiff and
light enough to satisfy the demands of top pro racers— | ;g”:ji‘ lires; Selle ltalja SLR-
and forgiving enough for those of us whe don't sarn 2 |

paycheckin the peloton.—Jpe Lindsey m | aiant-bicycle.com -

YOUWANT A RACE BIKEWITH A YOLRE WAITING TO

BALANCED RIDE AND AREN'TSHY SEEIF THOSE IPOD

ABOUTMEW TECHNOLOGY THINGIES CATCH ON
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