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| lent comtrol amd traction. The polmt-amd-sghoot hasdling
| carves tight singletrack and works st speed, too, bul the front
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Cimnt has flled the only gap in its mountsin bile lneup with a
mew S-nch-trawal trall blke. The bike lan't entirely Rew—
Clamt's Masesiro suspemsion design and fumctlon are um-
changed, sven though It now uies a lighter, lower phvot and
chock mount. Gone ks tha haavy, plerced down tube and weld-

od sesl-bube pivol, d by & lighter, single d

2] XC 1 4 |

For years Erent Fogs has pushad the mnovation envelope with
iz intricate mouwntain bike deiighi. He had now Lakeh Over pro-
duction of the plonsering Curnutt damper and bullt an all-now
XTD (Extermal Threshold Damplng) shock ipecific o his
s breaking kow-kverage ratio suspension. lts premisa i
m rare, 201, which referi ba how rrbc B Eve rear whesl moves
Bkian 1o the shock shaft (raticd af 311 ane much more com-
r leyverage aqusls more-preciss damplirg snd the
furthar improvaes this by using a low-pressare, high-
EAR.
inved with the 061 aluminam, E qua framg
plvot swingarm, this low retlo creates s highly sensl-
that fesls impressively solid. The XCT ks a 4-inch-
siyle bike, but if you slap & st of grippy tires on this
it you'll be aurpeitad By your newleund cornering speed,
you exit a tum snd kit the gas, it biast through the roegh
wiulf with sase—Ike 3 blke with at least an inch more traeel.
While pome of us don®t enjoy climba a1 much i the descents,
this blke, balng very well balanced, makes it saiy 1o do bath
and smile all the while. As more of an all-around trail bike in-
stead of a race fig, The NCT's pedal platform won't kosd up 1o
out-of-the-saddia sprintt or attacks but rather, when properly
st up, rewards the backwoods rider with efficient climbing
amd salld, well per Byron Huson

whete. Thie rest of the frame Fol lows iult with sxtensive shap-
i@ of the tubses snd shorter, more compact, forgings, all ko
wield & frasmee thal's 244 grama Bghler (Ihai™ jusl over a hall
pound) than Lt year's 4,2 -imch-traved Tramce,

The new frame’s Hghter oiht ks i diately ] 10
lertimg the Blke insp when you mash the padals and provid-
Ire@ @ Wigih%, agile feal when carving throwgh singletrack —traits
last yeai's Trance and Reign mever really had. Even with all itz
travel the Glant climbs mare llke & cress-country maunl than |
a trall blkce, responding to it L1l whan
needed without fegling muthy or ineMicient. Rough downhills
are met with tho same sellar performance, serving up encels |

and can fewl & bit too quick If the trall gets really stesp and
gaarly; i this de seribes tha majority of your riding you shauld
b om & langer-travel and slacker Relgn or Relgn X, Glven the
Trance X0°s performance don't sxpect this owtstanding ©
bike 1o collect duzt on the thowroom flaor=It°ll be g
maid on Ehe trall. —Ron Kook
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MIT: fovesome tral resporse and comering skl ty MISE: Finicicy
ol - atfos m acjustmiont PRICE: §1,749 [frame snd shockd)
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